OMS Volunteer Service Awards for 2017
Connie Wilson Memorial Award

This award is given to an individual who has made an outstanding, long-term leadership
contribution to OMS and to Masters swimming.
Matt Miller has been an enthusiastic Oregon Masters swimmer for some years now, but in
the past four years he has made a huge contribution in assisting OMS with getting to the ‘cloud’.
He stepped up to host the OMS website and worked with our webmaster in developing the revamped OMS website. He eventually assumed the position of Webmaster and currently serves in
that position. He assisted with organizing Oregon’s bid to host the 2016 Summer Nationals and
revamped how OMS delivers information to our swimmers.

Matt Miller

Two years ago, Matt assumed the Co-chair position of the OMS Coaches Committee and has
worked to offer and staff stroke clinics in various parts of the state for Masters swimmers. He is
always willing to offer stroke advice to any swimmer and has become a guiding hand for one of
our elder swimmers. He has served as the Oregon Club’s coach at Nationals three times in the last
three years, and has done a superlative job in this position.

He is the founder of the newly formed local workout group, Southern Oregon Masters Aquatics, and has created much enthusiasm in his swimmers, an important step forward in generating team spirit and more involvement among Masters swimmers who
live in that area. He also assists with video presentations at Oregon Masters Association Championships social/award presentations.
Matt is an avid open water swimmer, has served as an event director (Applegate), and took on researching, purchasing, and testing a chip system for Oregon Masters’ open water events to assure their success. He attended the U.S. Aquatics Sports convention
in 2017 and is now serving on the U.S. Masters Swimming Long Distance Committee.
More importantly than all of the above, Matt personifies all the qualities that make up an excellent athlete and swimmer and
shows by example the dedication and hard work it takes to achieve goals in the pool and in open water. And, he does all this cheerfully!

Ol’ Barn Award

This award is given to the individual who has shown outstanding leadership, dedication, and devotion
throughout the past year, to OMS and Masters swimming.
Bill Summerfield has been a Masters swimmer for many years but, over time, has stepped up
to contribute more to Oregon Masters. He has served as the Oregon Club Chair for seven years
during the phase when the club had to become a separate entity from the Oregon LMSC. He
has served as pro bono OMS legal counsel for several years and has always been available when
advice was needed. Bill serves as a substitute coach for his local workout group and has been on
an aquatics subcommittee to explore pool renovation options for his local pool as well as being
involved in discussions about expanding pool options for his local community. He was also a
significant contributor to his local workout group, Columbia Gorge Masters, and decision-making
regarding a timing system and funding options.
Bill is the always-in-the-background person who is quiet, but has made significant contributions to our organization.

Bill Summerfield
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Special Service Award
This award is given to an individual, organization, business, or group that has gone the extra mile by contributing
outstanding service to a club or to OMS.
While serving under three presidents on the Oregon Board for the past thirteen years, Joy
Ward has been at the helm of the Safety Committee. It may not seem like a very task oriented
duty but it requires her to see to it that the “no diving” and other safety signs are up/taken down
at every swim meet and the safety marshals have their vests– that’s EVERY OMS meet for thirteen years. It has also been her charge to make sure that there are enough working stopwatches for every lane for every meet. These three items are a necessity/requirement for OMS meets.

Joy Ward

Hazel Bressie and Gil Young Spirit Awards
These awards are given to the female and male who has shown enthusiasm and spirit to her team and/or other
Masters swimmers during the past year.
MJ Caswell is a person
who is always willing to share
her stroke knowledge with
her Columbia Gorge Masters
workout group members as
well as any other swimmer
who has questions. She fills
in for other Masters coaches,
offers lessons on the side, and
soothes the ‘newbies’ worries
about swimming inadequaMJ Caswell
cies. She is the person who arrives on the pool deck early to be sure all is prepared for others
to have a good workout. She encourages others to swim at their
potential and is always a cheerleader for teammates’ swims at
meets. She is an inspiration to fellow teammates and is a great
asset to Columbia Gorge Masters.

Christian Tujo continually
demonstrates a commitment
to his fellow Masters Swimmers. This was demonstrated
most recently by his thoughtful interaction with David
Hathaway after the passing
of David’s brother. Christian
and David completed a long
distance open water swim together near Sitka, Alaska.

Christian Tujo

Mike Morehead Spirit Award
This award is given annually to a male and
female who display the highest character
of sportsmanship during the Oregon Open
Water Series.

Aubree Gustafson
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Hardy Lussier

2017 Art Welch
“Most Splashes”
Awards
Place
1
2 tie
2 tie
2 tie

Female
Splashes
Christina Fox
32
Janet Gettling
20
Jeanna Summers
20
Sonja Skinner
20

Place
1
2
3

Male
Matt Miller
Willard Lamb
Matthew Roth

2nd

1st

Splashes
29
27
25

1st

Christina Fox

2nd

Janet Gettling

2nd

2nd

Jeanna Summers

3rd

Willard Lamb

Matt Miller

Matthew Roth

Sonja Skinner

The “Most
Splashes” Award
is presented to an
OMS male and
female who achieve
the most splashes
(swims), not including relays, within
Oregon.
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Outstanding
Swimmer
Awards for 2017

1st

1st

49 and Under

Sonja Skinner

2nd

Jayna Tomac

3rd

Christine Mcclafferty
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Female
Sonja Skinner
Jayna M Tomac
Christine Mcclafferty

Points
120
68
53

Male
Matt Miller
Kurt Grote
Mike Self

Points
83
57
42

Points are
accumulated
from first to tenth
place in the USMS
pool top ten (10
points for first
place, 9 points for
second, etc…). The
swimmer who has
amassed the most
points from short
course yards, short
course meters,
and long course
meters, is the
OMS Outstanding
Swimmer.

Matt Miller

2nd

Kurt Grote

3rd

Mike Self

Outstanding
Swimmer
Awards for 2017

1st

1st

50 and Over

Colette Crabbe

2nd

Arlene Delmage

3rd

Janet Gettling

Female
Colette M Crabbe
Arlene Delmage
Janet Gettling

Points
200
129
121

Male
Barry A Fasbender
Allen Stark
Hardy Lussier

Points
175
72
34

Points are
accumulated
from first to tenth
place in the USMS
pool top ten (10
points for first
place, 9 points for
second, etc…). The
swimmer who has
amassed the most
points from short
course yards, short
course meters,
and long course
meters, is the
OMS Outstanding
Swimmer.

Berry Fasbender

2nd

Allen Stark

3rd

Hardy Lussier
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